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SUBJECT: DISSENT ON ANTI-APARTHEID CONFERENCE 
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(D) LISBON 4716 (NOTAL) (DTG 171753Z JUN 77) 

(E) LISBON 4680 (NOTAL) (DTG 161740Z JUN 77) 

SUMMARY: AN AUSTRALIAN DELEGATE TO THE RECENT ANTI- 
APARTHEID CONFERENCE HELD IN LISBON ATTACKED THE 
CONFERENCE AS A PROPAGANDA EFFORT SERVING SOVIET 
INTERESTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . SOVIET MANIPULATION: IN THE WORDS OF A DISGRUNTLED 
AUSTRALIAN DELEGATE TO THE JUNE 16-19 LISBON WORLD 
CONFERENCE AGAINST APARTHEID, RACISM, AND COLONIALISM 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, THE CONFERENCE S 

OBJECTIVES WERE TO "EXTEND THE SOVIET UNION'S INFLUENCE 
OVER THE SOLIDARITY MOVEMENTS WITH THE PEOPLES OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA AND ISOLATE THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
THAT REFUSE TO BE CONTROLLED BY THE USSR." THESE CHARGES 
WERE MADE BY MICHAEL LITTLE, THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACIAL EXPLOITATION AND NINE OTHER 
AUSTRALIAN ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WITH RACISM IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. LITTLE'S REMARKS WERE REPORTED IN AT 
LEAST ONE DAILY, THE JUNE 23 "JORNAL NOVO." 

2. PROPAGANDA EVENT: LITTLE BACKED UP HIS CHARGES 
WITH A DESCRIPTION OF BEHIND-THE-SCENES WORKINGS 
OF THE CONFERENCE: 
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(A) SELECTIVE INVITATIONS: RATHER THAN INVITING ALL 
ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WITH RACISM AND THE SOUTHERN 
AFRICAN SITUATION, WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS "ONLY 

THOSE MOVEMENTS WHICH IN A GENERAL MANNER ARE CONTROLLED 
BY THE SOVIET UNION" WERE INVITED. "THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN PAN-AFRICAN CONGRESS, THE ZIMBABWE NATIONAL 
AFRICAN CONGRESS (ZANU) .. THE GERMAN ANTI-IMPERIALIST 
LEAGUE, CHINESE ORGANIZATIONS, AND OTHER EUROPEAN 
MOVEMENTS WERE NOT INVITED." 

(B) KEY CONFERENCE POSTS CONTROLLED: CONFERENCE 
LEADERSHIP POSTS, INCLUDING THOSE OF THE FIVE COMMISSIONS 
WHICH HANDLED MOST OF THE CONFERENCE'S WORK (REFTEL E) 

WERE APPORTIONED BY CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS TO TRUSTED 
INDIVIDUALS PRIOR TO START OF CONFERENCE. "THE 
PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES OF ALL COMMISSIONS," SAID 
LITTLE, "BELONGED TO PRO-SOVIET ORGANIZATIONS." 
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(C) AGENDA MANIPULATED: THE COMMISSIONS HAD NO 
WORK AGENDA AND CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS WOULD "NOT ALLOW 
DISCUSSION OF ONE." WHEN LITTLE ATTEMPTED TO SIGN UP TO 
SPEAK, HE FOUND THAT SPEAKERS LISTS HAD ALREADY BEEN 
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DRAWN UP. 

(D) DISCUSSIONS AND DISSENT STIFLED: THERE 

WAS NO REAL DISCUSSION OF EVENTS OR CONFERENCE ACTIONS 
AT THE CONFERENCE SESSIONS. LONG SPEECHES WOULD GOBBLE 
UP MOST OF THE TIME IN THE PLENARIES AND EVEN THE 
COMMISSIONS, WHERE DISCUSSION WAS SUPPOSED TO TAKE PLACE. 
LITTLE WAS GIVEN A TOTAL OF FIVE MINUTES TO STATE HIS 
CASE IN THE COMMISSION ON 'ACTIONS OF SOLIDARITY" AND 
THREE MINUTES IN THE PLENARY. 

(E) RAILROADED MOTIONS: THE "ACTION PROGRAM" 

PASSED IN PLENARY (REFTEL A) APPEARED IN ITS 
COMMISSION AS THE ALLOTED TIME WAS DRAWING TO A CLOSE. 

IT WAS DRAFTED WITHOUT CONSULTATIONS AND "APPROVED" 
WITHOUT A VOTE. 

3. WHO DECIDES?: LITTLE'S BASIC GRIEVANCE WAS THAT 
FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS ON SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS WER NOT BEING DECIDED BY THE PEOPLE WHO 
SHOULD DECIDE THEM. HE SAID: AL THE CONFERENCE MOTIONS 
"STATED THAT THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS AND THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT OF ZIMBABWE ARE THE LEGITIMATE 
’LIBERATION MOVEMENTS' AND THAT ALL OTHERS ARE FRAUDS. IN 
OUR OPINION, THIS SHOULD BE DECIDED BY THE PEOPLES OF 
THOSE COUNTRIES, AND NOT THE USSR THROUGH ORGANIZATIONS 
LIKE THIS ONE. OUR FEDERATION, UNLIKE THE SOVIET UNION, 

WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT ALL THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
RECOGNIZED BY THE OAU." 

4. FULL TEXT OF INTERVIEW BEING POUCHED. 
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